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Meet Your Administrators

Ms. Williams 
Principal

Mrs. Algarin 
Assistant Principal

Mr. Santos
Dean

Mrs. Warren
 Dean

Mrs. Anderson 
Assistant Principal



    
 

       
    

                                           

              
                                      

Avalon Middle School Counselors

Mrs. Pearson
ESE Staffing Specialist

Mrs. Fontaine
  7th& 8th grade

 Guidance

   Mrs. Richie
    6th & 7th grade

    Guidance



Meet Your Counselor

I am Ms. Richie and I am the sixth 
grade counselor.  I am looking 
forward to meeting and working with 
each of you.  If you have any questions 
you may contact me at :

 Madelyn.Richie@ocps.net

mailto:Madelyn.Richie@ocps.net


Get Involved

SAC
Next Meeting: February 26, 2024
SAC at 5 p.m. - PTSO at 6 p.m.  
AMS Media Center



➢ 7 different teachers / many class changes

➢ Larger school 

➢ More independence

➢ More responsibility, especially with projects and 
deadlines

➢ Extra curricular opportunities

◾Sports
◾Clubs
◾YMCA

Transitioning to Middle School



Students will have seven classes including:

• Academic Classes (Math, SS, Science, LA and Reading*)

• Fitness

• Elective Classes – We strongly encourage students to take a music 
class.

*Placement in reading class is determined by previous academic 
progress and standardized test scores.

What classes will my child have?



Advanced class placement is based on:

✓ Standardized test scores
✓ Previous academic performance
✓ Teacher recommendation 

These classes are designed to prepare your 
child for Advanced Placement courses 

at the high school.

What about advanced academic classes?



 

Math Progression
 Updates to courses and standards





What if students are interested in taking 
Geometry Honors by the end of middle school? 

6th Grade Beginning in Spring of 
6th grade year

7th Grade 8th Grade

M/J Accelerated 
Mathematics Grade 6 

(1205020) 

OCVS Accelerated 
Mathematics Grade 7

Algebra 1 Honors
(1200320) 

Geometry Honors
(1206320)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CzMrZcibpnS-eOE_80HlghN7j6au-eBxPRyzamDV0w8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CzMrZcibpnS-eOE_80HlghN7j6au-eBxPRyzamDV0w8/edit?usp=sharing


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CzMrZcibpnS-eOE_80HlghN7j6au-eBxPRyzamDV0w8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CzMrZcibpnS-eOE_80HlghN7j6au-eBxPRyzamDV0w8/edit?usp=sharing


▶ Students have been given a class selection form to fill out with your 
assistance.

▶ Forms are due to their fifth grade teacher by February 9, 2024

▶ All students at AMS take fitness.

▶ Students are asked to rank their elective choices.

▶ Elective classes are full-year classes.

▶ We highly encourage music classes at AMS.

▶ Electives classes are subject to change based on student interest and 
enrollment.

Elective Choices



Electives
⚫ Music (Orchestra, Chorus, Band)
⚫ Art
⚫ Spanish
⚫ STEM/PLTW
⚫ Agriculture
⚫ Drama/Musical Theater 
⚫ Fitness



You must complete the course selection form that will be given to your 
child’s 5th grade teacher this Friday, February 2nd.  We will be 
collecting the completed paper forms on Friday, February 9th.  Make 
sure you discuss this as a family before completing the form and 
returning it.

You MUST ALSO access the Google Form link (found on the paper form 
or on our school website) for rising 6th graders under the Guidance 
Tab. Please make sure to request the electives in the order you want 
them. Electives are subject to change! The link will be available from 
February 2nd at 4:30 pm until February 9th at 4 pm.  After that day, 
the link will be disabled and you will not be able to request your 
electives.

**You can only fill out the electronic form once, so before you fill it 
out, make sure you are certain about your selection.

How do I request my child’s electives?



The Avalon Middle School 
Music Department

Mr. Saidat
Band Director

Ms. Machado
Chorus Director

Mr. Anderson
Orchestra Director

We encourage all students to take a 
music class!



▶ Schedules will be available electronically approximately 
two weeks before the start of school. (Monday, August 
12, 2024)

▶ Students and parents will have the opportunity to walk 
around the school to locate classes, purchase school 
fitness clothing and get bus schedule information before 
the first day of school (date TBA).

How do I get my schedule?



9:25 a.m.-4:04 p.m.

▶ Estimated bus pick-up times are between 8:45 a.m.-9:00 
a.m.

▶ Adult supervision starts at 9:00 a.m.
▶ The first bell will ring at 9:25 a.m.
▶ The tardy bell will ring at 9:30 a.m.
▶ School is dismissed at 4:04 p.m. (Wed. @ 2:54 p.m.)

What are middle school hours?



Transportation to and from school

Walkers, Bike Riders, and Car Riders:

▶ Car riders should be picked up and dropped off at 
the car loop in the designated area.  Please stay in 
the loop and follow the flow of traffic.  We will not 
allow students to walk across the parking lot or the 
street to meet you.

▶ Please maintain a safe speed while driving through 
the parking lot.

▶ Please refrain from cell phone use while in the car 
loop.

▶ All bikes must be locked in our bike rack.

▶ A helmet must be worn at all times while riding a 
bike, scooter or skateboard.  



Transportation to 
and from School

Bus Transportation:

▶ Students who live more than two miles from 
the school are provided bus transportation.

▶ Students may ONLY ride the bus to which 
they are assigned, no exceptions.

▶ To locate your bus number, stop location, and 
pick up/drop off times, please visit the OCPS 
website and click on the Transportation 
Quick Link and then the “Find a Bus” link.

▶ Riding an OCPS bus is a privilege and 
students are expected to follow all rules and 
procedures/OCPS Code of Conduct to 
maintain this privilege.



OCPS Student Dress Code
The following dress expectation applies to all students in OCPS. Such as: 

• Wearing pants at the waist
• Shorts and skirts must be at mid-thigh
• No bare midriffs
• No visible undergarments
• Clothing that is too tight or revealing is unacceptable. (Ex. - leggings and 

jeggings) 

The following items are not allowed at AMS:
•Hats/caps
•Clothes with obscene or offensive messages and/or   

pictures
•Any item that the administration deems a disruption to 

the learning environment

The OCPS/ AMS dress code can be found on the AMS website, in the OCPS Code 
of Conduct.



AMS offers the following service and interest clubs:

� Art
� Builders
� Chess
� CRU (Student Venture)
� Drama/Junior Thespian

Clubs meet before and after school.  Club meeting day/times are listed on our 
AMS website.  Clubs are subject to change based on students interest and 
teacher sponsors.

We encourage all students to join one or more clubs on campus.  It is a great 
way to meet friends with similar interests. 

� FFA (Agriculture)
➢ National Junior Honor Society
➢ Robotics
➢ Sunshine State Books
➢ YMCA after school clubs

Clubs



The following team sports are offered at AMS:

▶ Soccer – 1st Nine Weeks

▶ Volleyball – 2nd Nine Weeks

▶ Basketball – 3rd Nine Weeks

▶ Track – 4th Nine Weeks

Sports



• Tryouts are held for each sport. 

• Students must complete an OCPS athletic physical form 
in order to tryout and play for an AMS sports team.

• Physicals are submitted online on www.aktivate.com 
forms can be downloaded from the site. Click on the QR 
Code for registration steps.

• To be eligible to participate in sports, students must 
maintain a 2.0 G.P.A. as well as follow school rules and be 
positive role models.

Sports

http://www.aktivate.com


YMCA Before and After School Program

The YMCA provides students with a safe place to grow, laugh, and 
learn before/after school!

The Before School program begins at 7:00 a.m. and costs $20 per 
week to participate.

The After School program begins immediately following the school 
day and is completely FREE!  Students must be picked up no 
later than 6:00 p.m. 

YMCA information will be sent home with your student on the first 
day of school.  Information and applications can also be found in 
the front office.

  



Monday -Thursday

9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.

(Extended Day may be offered until 6:00 p.m. for 
an additional fee)

Choose a week:

  June 3-6, 2024    OR    June 10-13, 2024

Download registration forms at

avalonms.ocps.net or contact Ms. Cooper for 
more information Jennifer.Cooper2@ocps.net.

Puppy Camp!

https://avalonms.ocps.net/
mailto:Jennifer.Cooper@ocps.net


Summer Reading

Research has shown that reading during the summer months is critical in 
developing and maintaining reading skills; therefore, it is highly encouraged 
that AMS students read a minimum of two books during the summer.

A list of books along with detailed information about our Summer Reading 
Challenge will be available on our school website beginning May 24th.  We will 
celebrate our Summer Reading Challenge winners in the Fall.

 



Getting the Most out of 
Middle School

Strategies for helping your child successfully 
navigate the middle school years



Helpful Tips

▶ Listen to your teens
▶ Don’t sweat the small stuff
▶ Refrain from “fixing it”
▶ Coach them; don’t save them
▶ Deal with problems head on
▶ Stay involved
▶ Enforce rules and teach that there are 

consequences to actions
▶ Set goals
▶ Teach them to give back
▶ Ask for help 



Online
Safety
TIPS 

Set a good example

Strengthen the parent/child bond

Talk to your child

Help develop your child’s 
decision making skills

Promote your 
child’s 
self esteem

Get to know your child’s 
friends, teachers and 
administrators 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://img.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2008/03_02/gcse1403_468x347.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-534235/Children-live-parents-improve-GCSE-performance-twice-fast-classmates-living-just-mothers.html&usg=__zRHHnFSZ0681UJ79kOA5gTwZJo8=&h=347&w=468&sz=33&hl=en&start=158&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=bQbD6rtgXZNJHM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q=parents+and+children&start=140&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1


LIVE.ME

HOLLA

DISCORD

ROBLOX

WHISPER

BUMBLE

BADOO

GRINDR OMEGLE

SKOUT

HOT OR NOT

SNAPCHAT

https://tinyurl.com/amsapps

HOOP

https://tinyurl.com/amsapps


Know what to do

SOCIAL WEB SAFETY TIPS:

• Put the computer in a high-traffic place in 

your home.

• Children under 13 must have parent 

permission for most social media sites.  

• Talk to your child about social media sites 

you allow them to join.

• Set expectations such as encouraging your 

child to “friend” you. 



Cyber Savvy Parents

▶ Learn about parental controls and the ability to 
block for specific users

▶ Learn how to protect yourself from spyware, 
malware, phishing scams and other concerns

▶ For more help visit (links are on our website)
◦ www.getnetwise.org 
◦ www.commonsensemedia.org
◦ http://www.dhs.gov/stopthinkconnect

http://www.getnetwise.org/
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/
http://www.dhs.gov/stopthinkconnect


 This presentation will be available on our website.
avalonms.ocps.net

Sign up for the Husky parent newsbrief at avalonms.ocps.net by going to the 
“school newsletter” box at the bottom left corner of the page and entering your 
email, child’s name and current grade.

View our Curriculum Guide on the website:
avalonms.ocps.net (Guidance Tab).

Like us on Facebook by searching Avalon Middle School-OCPS.  

View your child’s Skyward account on a regular basis.

Home – School Communication



We are a Partnership

Let’s work together to help each child 
learn and grow.



❖ Questions

❖ Self-Guided Tour

Thank you for coming!


